
 
  

 
 

Vocabulary Exercise 
The Chesapeake Marine Railway and Dry Dock Company 

 
Fill in the blanks using the word bank below 

 

 

1. The Chesapeake Marine Railway and Dry Dock Company (CMRDDC) was the first 

_______________________owned and operated shipyard in the United States. 

2. The company was located on_________________________________east harbor.  

3. Several men founded the shipyard including______________________________. 

4. Another famous African American, _______________________________, lived and 

worked near this shipyard during his early life. 

5. Many ships were built and repaired at this shipyard.  Shipyard workers knew the 

importance of keeping the ship’s frame or__________________in good condition. 

6. Many people around the world and at local ________________had high regards for 

the quality service given by the CMRDDC employees. 

7. Men employed in this type of labor worked in the ___________________  

_______________________. 

8. Some of the men who worked for the Chesapeake Marine Railway and Dry Dock 

Company were carpenters, blacksmiths, and caulkers.  Caulkers drove oakum, a loose, 

stringy, oiled rope fiber, into the seams of ships to keep them 

____________________________. 

Word Bank 
watertight              maritime trades             African American                Baltimore City's   
hull                        Isaac Myers                   docks                 Frederick Douglass
  


